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The L´OREAL FOUNDATION & UNESCO Launch - Men for Women in Science -
Contributing To Better Gender Balance

PARIS, 25.03.2018, 10:50 Time

USPA NEWS - Thursday, March 22, during the 20th Annual L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science Awards Ceremony, the L'Oréal
Foundation and UNESCO launched the "Men for Women in Science" Initiative. The Goal is simple : Contributing to Better Gender
Balance in Science for more Effective Progress. 

Thursday, March 22, during the 20th Annual L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science Awards Ceremony, the L'Oréal Foundation and
UNESCO launched the "Men for Women in Science" Initiative. The Goal is simple : Contributing to Better Gender Balance in Science
for more Effective Progress. 

25 Eminent Male Scientists have already committed to the Initiative, such as Mathematician Cédric Villani, Geneticist Axel Kahn,
Ã‰tienne Klein, Research Director at the CEA (French Atomic Energy Commission), and Mouin Hamze, Secretary General of the
CNRS (French National Council for Scientific Research) in Lebanon.

UNDER-REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN POSES QUALITY ISSUES IN RESEARCH

Over the Past 20 years, the Percentage of Women working in Science has increased by about 12%, but it remains Too Low : less than
30% of Researchers are Women. The Glass Ceiling still exists ; Women hold only 11 % of Academic Leadership Positions in Europe.
And only 3% of Nobel Prizes for Science have ever been awarded to Women.

This Under-Representation of Women impacts the Very Quality of Scientific Research. For example, Studies show that the Lack of
Diversity in the Sector of Artificial Intelligence has led to the Development of Software that reproduces, or even magnifies Stereotypes,
especially those related to Gender.

A COALITION OF ALLIES TO CHANGE THE FACE OF SCIENCE

To encourage Collaboration between Women and Men, the L'Oréal Foundation and UNESCO are launching a New Initiative called
"Men for Women in Science". Male Scientists were invited to sign a Charter of Clear and Measurable Commitments with the following
Objectives :
* Promoting Access to Research Funding for Women
* Providing Equal Recruitment Opportunities
* Striving to achieve a Better Balance in Publications and Copyrights.
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